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the valley," Philippa Thosp savs firmly. 'Esch

salley 18 a0 dilferent. We use locnl matemaly
- fochairmed oned &8 ivich &8 possible — end Bend
these will contemparary archaeciural sodotions
saich as high cellmgs and vast ghiss panes Lo
ensure they sit happsly e ther emvarenment.”

In the past decades Thorp has become some-
thing of a chalel experl. Her compamy, Thorp
Design, has baily four of them = the Biest will
Ioc reaaly for Christmas - and there are fwo more
mn ke pipeline. Alpine valless whose vernaoula
architecture han born conbemplatod so far melude
thiose m whach the resosts of Verbeer, 52 Monitz
and Meéribe] w4

The family’s own chabet, Thorps third, u
the oaly one nod busll from scratch. Phdippa and
her busband James, kodwn as Tig By have
three dapghiers, Camlls, Annabell= and Lactifia,
all keen akiern). had been lookimg for a adie
i Ménhed for four years and found ooly poky
aparimenis = ‘developen tend fo squeers in tiny

F‘-r me, it very important that the chalet sits

bxim bodrooms, she pomts ot rucfully, It
was ihir ski guide who came scross o far more
promuasing buslding via a rocler fnend, just a s
ool was going up Mot far from Ménbel, it i
utoaied | 3¢ Marmm de Belkville, "a propes
French vilksge with lovely shops and restaurants,”
&3 [horp detembes il

What nppenbed to her abouf thas chalet was i
tremendous volume — lois of rooms with double
heighL. “1n works because |_I:':. o hall kvels, whach
i3 & feaiue we've continued to wse in chalets,” the
cuplams. "You &an oneate voslumes in chalets that
are far e challengimg than the things you cam
o with Enghish bouses. And is mone abowt Gom-
fortable Img =nd losvely old Oopm, nof sbout
precison.’ This & in sharp contrasi with Tharp's
waunl work: ‘It 8 breath of fresh air o use
grarked wood with mails in i’ she claims “In
Londan | spend most of the ame on ke [oor
camineng mimeiiee, ke whether ibe slirang
oal by a couple of rulhmeins - bonkers detais”

The [act is that Thorp is o perfectionst, os the

Going off-piste
Working on her family's gnarled Alpine chalet was a breath of fresh

mountain air for a precsion-obsessed designer. By Annabel Freyberg.
Photographs by Mark Luscombe-Whyte

Laift the chalets doubie-Revgis wiing-room. The ledifer on The (oltee tabée and (hars

came (roem 4 saddiemalesr in Berminghum. Balow fames snd Philooa Thorp on the main bakoorry;
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readily admmts. Thofp Design, which abe wet up
with Jamed im 1991, specabises i high-soch, high-
ipec prnale homes “from coocept 10 realify”,
drerving on its owm architecty, imlersor daagnon
and amy other speciabist required. “We'lre ours
renily deuspnimg & Goongaan-aty e howse in Exser,
a Brpe summer willa oo Canouan = the 1sland
sexl bo Mustiqes — and a new chalet o Verbies!
p e And lots of projecta i Londoa.”
emaorcial work, such as the wrmnifyingly high-
end KX gym m Cheliza and — rather improbakdy
several pubd o undemaken onaly when the
y Loy the owoer, Ao more amuual
ojecty are the inMenors of Boar prvate plance
Weve also done shooting lodpes - « COen-
werbed barme akich hne the wame g at
chadets The only Ehing we haven't really dooe are
boats - we've propanad scheomes, but they"ve never
got off the prownd '

The decor i=ede the famaly chakrt was orches-

trated wath malitary speod and [ e did
completely in ong hit, Thorp “We
started plaose orders = Novermber X003 - owery-

g incindmg Lhe wpoolsiery - and then s

ol the vas out with ot all. 'We hoeeen't
ot amiisEag (o the Chakit anic

That may sound daumiing (ff Bl mmpossible),
bagt (e Thoeg i i thee ondy wan what | make
oair chents do,” she sy by wny of explanation
Do i, finhds it move in and enjoy it fimished
diomt do ol podm by rode; s never harmonios
and alway dapainted.”

Tharp spealcs (rom panful cxpenence, 1y this
was what happened with the (amdy’s home i
Hampshire, a derelict Qhsen Anes use Akaai
toalk 10 yee to do up (ke includod the ercation
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‘In London | spend most of the
time examining minutiae, like
whether the skirting is out by
millimetres—bonkers details’




of e lakes and an bdand in ihe grousds) A

Libowar ol boave ibie admurs
Her moss distinctive decoratimg frad af the
" , Py . | U Rt R 1 .
ti the uac of sabvaged anchitectina] ploccs

lights muade out of farm raichess and catvabocis:

a bockcnss fashocned from a liddesy. Thorp s ale
keen on comfort. 'Bads are Snporaat 1o & ahe
s, Ak & loss tounderatand aby poople who hap
||!'| ALY A CAL J0F Teff Ol 1TSdeisafney ol I—..|_'_.!-\.
balk at the far smaller price al a bed, whach &
where 10 by 1o sperd years ol their Bl
The Beds im0 the chelst sre sl Ramdsde i
England, with duek-feither duvels and pillows

The children's rocamn houses a quertet of bk

] il Lk

m'-uni:umrllrl'f'ﬂ"l

- || I .- i 1 0
e AT

"Inmny Bainl .1.'-';-. miaibe Trom keeally sourced, aped wood
i
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| I e chuslet g W e clag el o b kcalks,

Wik constnuied wang wood Irom Fomania)
True o Thorp's comdost phalosophy, st 4 0
euch Bunk o wader than (he svernge ungle had

b E T my LanE aExin I'd defimicely s an
archaecl, says Thorp, who has not ket a lack of

formal frzinene (ihe studicad Bnhson amsd oevislkes

I Lewcesler) get in

WAy o MSIETINE Mmaone
:'.u'-\_'.:'!."\- At ot archalecte Lintil 18 mwodhitha
po ker Buwsband ran the busest side of Thom
(5 1pn, lerdnp o purie plopesly devekepmen
30ty Tharp bopes that one of her dagghilers
will one day follew her tsio the comspamy In 1he
mcantime, she relshes the chalizmges of each

pEOpT o, e Pedier hike ek S Mones

1B four separade ool
abyiil B wossly ook of Alpne
» more character angd hear

iEnaliE, i aays diamdtedly "Thath

! maies my heard best shout chalels

Tharp fpohen G077 30 6887 showp oo pal
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The decor was orchestrated
with military speed. "We did it
up in one hit. We haven't done
anything to the chalet since’



